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All About Apopka
The Apopka Chief

Established 1923
(USPS 545-440)

	 The Apopka Chief is published every Friday and 
entered as Periodicals, postage paid at Apopka Post Of-
fice, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. The 
Apopka Chief newspaper is published by Foliage Enter-
prises, Inc., every Friday at 439 W.  Orange Blossom 
Trail, Apopka, Fla., 32712-3417. An annual subscrip-
tion is $18 in Orange County and $23 outside Orange 
County. Phone 407-886-2777. Postmaster: Send address 
changes to The Apopka Chief, P.O. Box 880, Apopka, Fla., 32704-0880.
	 The Apopka Chief is a consistent award-winning community weekly 
newspaper and a member of the Florida Press Association. The newspaper 
won the group’s award as its best newspaper in 1982, 1987, and 1988, the 
only three-time winner. Letters to the editor are welcome, but must be signed 
and include a daytime telephone number, address,, or email address for veri-
fication. Management reserves the right to edit letters.

www.theapopkachief.com, news@theapopkachief.com

City of Apopka
Telephone Numbers

Orange County
Telephone Numbers

Other Area
Numbers of Note

City Hall...................................407-703-1700
Mayor’s Office.........................407-703-1703
City Clerk.................................407-703-1704
Community Devel....................407-703-1712
Code Enforcement...................407-703-1738
Finance Dept............................407-703-1725
Fire Chief.................................407-703-1750
Fire (non-emerg.).....................407-703-1756
Parks and Rec. Dept.................407-703-1741
Police Chief..............................407-703-1789
Police (non-emerg.)..................407-703-1771
Job Line....................................407-703-1721
Solid Waste Collect..................407-703-1731
Street Maintenance...................407-703-1731
Utility Billing...........................407-703-1727
Medical, fire emergency............................911
The city of Apopka was chartered in 1882. It is 
located at 28’30 north latitude and is 150 feet 
above sea level. Its population is nearly 40,000 
and its total area is more than 30 sq. mi.

www.apopka.net

Animal Services.................407-254-9140
Auto/Boat Tags..................407-836-4145
Building Dept.....................407-836-5760
County Chairman...............407-836-7370
County Commission..........407-836-7350
County Attorney.................407-836-7320
Clerk of the Court..............407-836-2065
Elections Supervisor..........407-836-2070
Fire/Rescue........................407-836-9111
Garbage Collecting............407-836-6601
Health Dept........................407-836-2600
Hunting/Fishing Lic...........407-836-4143
Parks and Rec. Dept...........407-836-6280
Property Appraiser.............407-836-5000
Sheriff Administrative........407-254-7000
Non-Emerg. Complaint......407-836-4357
Utilities...............................407-836-5515
All other departments.........407-836-3111
Medical, fire emergency..................... 911

www.orangecountyfl.net

U.S. Senators
Bill Nelson (Dem.)...................407-872-7161
Marco Rubio (Rep.)..............1-202-224-3041
U.S. Representatives 
Corrine Brown (Dist. 3)...........407-872-0656
Daniel Webster (Dist. 8)...........407-654-5705
Sandy Adams (Dist. 24)........1-386-756-9798
State Representatives
Bryan Nelson (Dist. 38)...........407-884-2023
Scott Plakon (Dist. 37).............407-262-7520
State Senators
Andy Gardiner (Dist. 9)...........407-428-5800
Gary Siplin (Dist. 19)...............407-297-2071
Orange County Public Schools
Pupil assignment......................407-317-3233
Bus routes................................407-317-3800
Superintendent.........................407-317-3202
School Board............................407-317-3236
Miscellaneous
The Apopka Chief.....................407-886-2777
Museum
Museum of Apopkans..............407-703-1707

the city of Apopka and much of 
unincorporated Northwest Or-
ange County are in the Wekiva 
springshed.
	 The Wekiva Study Area, 
which was a product of the 
Wekiva Parkway Act passed by 
the Florida Legislature several 
years ago, has areas, depending 
on geography and other issues, 
designated as primary, second-
ary, and tertiary springshed 
protection zones. Because of 
that, Brummer said, the Class 1 
landfill on Keene Road would 
be “prohibited under Orange 
County ordinances.”
	 Richard Anderson, Apop-
ka’s chief administrative of-
ficer, said there has been no 
application for change in status 
filed by Waste Management. 
The Apopka City Council two 

weeks ago approved the host 
agreement, a financial docu-
ment outlining the revenues 
that would come to the city, 
if the change in status is ap-
proved.
	 Brummer brought up the 
issue for discussion at the No-
vember 1 County Commission 
meeting. During the general 
public comment portion of the 
meeting, about 10 people spoke 
to the commission, saying they 
were against the change in 
status of the Apopka landfill. 
“They were absolutely just 
mortified and upset” at the pro-
posal, Brummer said.
	 The county commissioner 
said he was “embarrassed that 
this item should be coming 
up at the behest of the city of 
Apopka.”
	 Brummer said County 
Mayor Jacobs said she will 

meet with Apopka Mayor John 
H. Land and Anderson on De-
cember 2. “My presumption is 
she feels on December 3 this 
will all be resolved,” Brummer 
said.
	 Assuming Waste Manage-
ment continues with its efforts 
to change the landfill to Class I 
status, the state Department of 
Environmental Protection must 
approve the change and the city 
must also give final approval. 
That process can take up to a 
year, officials said.
	 However, Brummer’s con-
tention that the county charter 
trumps what he says is a weak-
er city ordinance could change 
that process if it holds up legal-
ly.
	 The landfill was originally 
in the unincorporated area, 
meaning Orange County had 
control over the business. But, 
Apopka annexed the landfill 
into the city several years ago. 
“We annexed it so we would 
have control over it,” said 
Richard Anderson, Apopka’s 
chief administrative officer.
	 Brummer contends that the 
location of the landfill is key.
	 “If this was at Errol Es-
tate or Rock Springs Ridge and 
they wanted to upgrade it to a 
Class 1 garbage dump, and all 
the revenue and impacts were 
the same, this would not be un-
der discussion,” Brummer said. 
It’s because of where it is and 
who it impacts, and that is the 
only way to say it.”

Continued from page 1A

By Sherry Brunson
Apopka Chief Staff

	 The people of Orange 
County have one last chance 
to give an opinion before new 
county commission districts 
are voted into existence by the 
County Commission on Tues-
day, November 15 at 10 a.m. 
at the Commission Chambers 

on the first floor of the County 
Administrative Center, 201 S. 
Rosalind Avenue, Orlando.
	 “The addresses in the 
large part of Northwest Orange 
County will not see substan-
tial changes,” said District 2 
Commissioner Fred Brummer. 
“There will be little impact on 
Apopka, Zellwood or Tanger-
ine.”

	 Brummer said northeast 
Ocoee, the Pine Hills area, 
and those who live near Lake 
Apopka and McCormick Road, 
are proposed additions to Dis-
trict 2, which includes Apopka 
and Northwest Orange County.
	 The first election sched-
uled after redistricting, Brum-
mer said, will be an August 
2012 primary election.

By Sherry Brunson
Apopka Chief Staff

	 Monday was not a lucky 
day for two men who tried to 
burglarize an Apopka home.

According to reports from 
the Apopka Police Department, 
Seminole County Deputy M. 
Swingholm was returning to 

his Apopka home Monday, Oc-
tober 31, at 9:55 a.m. when he 
noticed a silver pick-up truck 
parked in a neighboring drive-
way.

The owner of the resi-
dence, Don Wood, is the grand-
father of Swingholm’s girl-
friend and he knew the truck 
didn’t belong to Wood, so he 
stopped to investigate.

When Swingholm got out 
to see what was going on, he 
observed a black male, later 
identified as Willie E. Harpe, 
57, in the driver’s seat of the 
truck, and another black male, 
later identified as Marcus A. 
Williams, 26, loading a flat 

screen television into the truck.
When Swingholm, who 

was in uniform, identified him-
self as a police officer, Wil-
liams fled the scene. Swing-
holm held Harpe at gunpoint 
until the APD arrived.

The front door of the resi-
dence had been kicked in and 
the frame was cracked. Mean-
while, Wood had been alerted 
of a problem by ADT, a secu-
rity company, about an alarm 
at his residence, so he returned 
home to see what was going on. 
He affirmed that the television 
was his.

The APD created a crime-
scene perimeter and brought 

out their K-9 unit and other 
officers to hunt for Williams. 
Swingholm said he could posi-
tively identify Williams, as did 
the next door neighbor who 
saw Williams run through her 
back yard.

Thanks to reports from 
several witnesses who saw 
Williams within the perimeter, 
the burglar was apprehended 
several hours later at approxi-
mately 3:22 p.m.

Harpe was charged 
with burglary of an unoccu-
pied dwelling. Williams was 
charged with burglary of an un-
occupied dwelling and resist-
ing arrest without violence.

Halloween unlucky for burglary suspects

Money: Brummer said he was 
‘embarrassed’ by city’s actions

Final meeting set for county districts
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Shot Gun Raffle Tickets On Sale

Tickets on Sale at Lodge
201 W. Orange Ave., Apopka

call 407-886-1600 or 
email apopkaelks@aol.com

Turkey Shoot 
to be held at

4253 Ponkan Rd. 
(at NOCIA grounds)

Apopka Elks Lodge
Annual Turkey Shoot

• November 5-6, 2011
• November 19-20, 2011
• December 3-4, 2011
9:00 AM - Dark

Turkey Shoot Tickets are 15 Shots for $40.00 
or $3.00 each shoot

"Voted #1, 2011 Chiropractor in Apopka"
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Michael D. Gordon MD
Pinida Toochinda MD
Carmine Gipson MD

Elizabeth Sherlock, PA-C
Lynn Baker, PAA-C

HUNT CLUB MEDICAL CARE

MOST 
INSURANCE 
ACCEPTED

3191 E. Semoran Blvd
Apopka

FAMILY PRACTICE 
INTERNAL MEDICINE

Enter At McDonald’s Hunt Club

CONVENIENT 
WALK-IN

MON - THUR 8-7 FRI 8-6 SAT - SUN 8-4
We Take Walk-In Patients 7 Days A Week!

10 N. Park Avenue
Apopka, FL 32703

407-886-7553
www.nelsonsinsurance.com

Bryan F. Nelson
Apopka Native • '76 Apopka High School Graduate

Our Roots Go Deep
♦ Home
♦ Auto 
♦ Health
♦ Life
♦ Commercial
♦ Crop

*All rates are approximate and based on 32712 zip code. $200,000 value, current insurance and no claims. 
Includes 300,000 liability, 50% contents, $1000 regular deductible and 2% hurricane deductible.

Homeowners Type Approx. Premium

Approx. PremiumRental Dwellings Type

Year Built
2009
2004
1999
1989
1985
1981

1990

block
block
block
frame
block
frame

block

$600
$750

$1,100
$1,400
$1,200
$1,400

$1,000

Home Insurance Rates Skyrocketing? Insurance Company Leaving Florida?
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WEKIVA RIVERWALK
WEKIVA SPRINGS RD, APOPKA

407-884-8080 • www.regmovies.com

Nov. 4 - Nov. 6

$5 MOVIES 
All Day–Sunday Only

3D MOVIES NOW AVAILABLE!

A VERY HAROLD AND KUMAR 
CHRISTMAS - 3D
(R) 1:50; 4:40; 7:50; 10:10
PUSS IN BOOTS - 3D
(PG) 1:30; 4:30; 7:30; 9:50
DOLPHIN TALE - 3D
(PG) 1:10; 3:50
THREE MUSKETEERS - 3D
(PG13) 7:05; 9:40

TOWER HEIST
(PG13) 1:40; 4:10; 7:20; 10:00
PUSS IN BOOTS
(PG) 1:00; 3:40; 7:00
FOOTLOOSE
(PG13) 9:30
REAL STEEL
(PG13) 1:20; 4:20; 7:10; 10:05
PARANORMAL ACTIVITY 3
(R) 2:00; 5:00; 7:45; 10:20
IN TIME
(PG13) 1:45; 4:50; 7:40; 10:15
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NOTICE OF MEETING
     NOTICE is given that the West 
Orange Airport Authority Board 
will meet Wednesday, November 
9, 2011 at 10:00a.m., in the Ocoee 
City Hall, Ocoee, Florida.
     The Board will discuss the 
business of the establishment of a 
General Aviation Airport in West 
Orange County.

R. Patrick Phillips, Board Member
200 N. Thornton Avenue
Orlando, Florida 32801

Telephone: 407/425-7676
Fax: 407/425-7679

November 4, 2011             133118

Tell them you saw it in The Apopka Chief


