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	 The Apopka Chief is published every Friday and 
entered as Periodicals, postage paid at Apopka Post Of-
fice, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. The 
Apopka Chief newspaper is published by Foliage Enter-
prises, Inc., every Friday at 439 W.  Orange Blossom 
Trail, Apopka, Fla., 32712-3417. An annual subscrip-
tion is $18 in Orange County and $23 outside Orange 
County. Phone 407-886-2777. Postmaster: Send address 
changes to The Apopka Chief, P.O. Box 880, Apopka, Fla., 32704-0880.
	 The Apopka Chief is a consistent award-winning community weekly 
newspaper and a member of the Florida Press Association. The newspaper 
won the group’s award as its best newspaper in 1982, 1987, and 1988, the 
only three-time winner. Letters to the editor are welcome, but must be signed 
and include a daytime telephone number, address,, or email address for veri-
fication. Management reserves the right to edit letters.

www.theapopkachief.com, news@theapopkachief.com

City of Apopka
Telephone Numbers

Orange County
Telephone Numbers

Other Area
Numbers of Note

City Hall...................................407-703-1700
Mayor’s Office.........................407-703-1703
City Clerk.................................407-703-1704
Community Devel....................407-703-1712
Code Enforcement...................407-703-1738
Finance Dept............................407-703-1725
Fire Chief.................................407-703-1750
Fire (non-emerg.).....................407-703-1756
Parks and Rec. Dept.................407-703-1741
Police Chief..............................407-703-1789
Police (non-emerg.)..................407-703-1771
Job Line....................................407-703-1721
Solid Waste Collect..................407-703-1731
Street Maintenance...................407-703-1731
Utility Billing...........................407-703-1727
Medical, fire emergency............................911
The city of Apopka was chartered in 1882. It is 
located at 28’30 north latitude and is 150 feet 
above sea level. Its population is nearly 40,000 
and its total area is more than 30 sq. mi.

www.apopka.net

Animal Services.................407-254-9140
Auto/Boat Tags..................407-836-4145
Building Dept.....................407-836-5760
County Chairman...............407-836-7370
County Commission..........407-836-7350
County Attorney.................407-836-7320
Clerk of the Court..............407-836-2065
Elections Supervisor..........407-836-2070
Fire/Rescue........................407-836-9111
Garbage Collecting............407-836-6601
Health Dept........................407-836-2600
Hunting/Fishing Lic...........407-836-4143
Parks and Rec. Dept...........407-836-6280
Property Appraiser.............407-836-5000
Sheriff Administrative........407-254-7000
Non-Emerg. Complaint......407-836-4357
Utilities...............................407-836-5515
All other departments.........407-836-3111
Medical, fire emergency..................... 911

www.orangecountyfl.net

U.S. Senators
Bill Nelson (Dem.)...................407-872-7161
Marco Rubio (Rep.)..............1-202-224-3041
U.S. Representatives 
Corrine Brown (Dist. 3)...........407-872-0656
Daniel Webster (Dist. 8)...........407-654-5705
Sandy Adams (Dist. 24)........1-386-756-9798
State Representatives
Bryan Nelson (Dist. 38)...........407-884-2023
Scott Plakon (Dist. 37).............407-262-7520
State Senators
Andy Gardiner (Dist. 9)...........407-428-5800
Gary Siplin (Dist. 19)...............407-297-2071
Orange County Public Schools
Pupil assignment......................407-317-3233
Bus routes................................407-317-3800
Superintendent.........................407-317-3202
School Board............................407-317-3236
Miscellaneous
The Apopka Chief.....................407-886-2777
Museum
Museum of Apopkans..............407-703-1707

By Sherry Brunson
Apopka Chief Staff

	 Angel Massey could soft-
en even the hardest heart. The 
13-year-old girl, who died on 
Monday, December 19, with 
a rare form of osteosarcoma, a 
bone tumor, just a month before 
her 14th birthday, was considered 
exceptional by all who met her.
	 “Angel was truly a student 
who will be remembered at 
AMMS, both by the team and 
students,” said Dr. Chris Ca-
macho, principal of the school. 
“She fought this disease un-
til just a few weeks ago. She 
wanted to be in school as long 
as she could and every day she 
did, our school just became that 
much more of a special place. 
Angel continued to make her 
way through the school day, no 
matter the pain she endured. 

She became and will remain a 
powerful inspiration to all of us. 
There was so much strength evi-

dent in all that Angel did. She is 
truly going to be greatly missed 
at our school.”
	 “Angel was super-intelli-
gent,” said Michael Bellamy, 
her stepfather. “Even after she 
got sick, she was still an A-B 
student.”
	 Bellamy said Angel had 
the highest FCAT score in read-
ing last year at Dream Lake El-
ementary.
	 “She was an avid reader 
–she would read two to three 
books a week. She was into mu-
sic and loved ‘Hello Kitty,’” he 
said. “I think she had everything 
‘Hello Kitty’ ever made. Before 
she was ill, she loved to go to 
KidzDance (an Apopka dance 
studio).”
	 Angel was diagnosed with 
osteosarcoma, a particularly ag-
gressive and rare type of bone 
cancer on October 13, 2008. 
She went through 13 weeks of 
chemotherapy, surgery on two 
brain tumors and then had a 
biopsy that revealed she would 
have to have her leg amputated 

before doctors determined they 
couldn’t do anything else.
	 “To show you how brave 
she was, when the doctor told 
her he would have to amputate 
her leg, she was silent for a min-
ute, then asked how quickly she 
could get a new leg so she could 
hurry and go back to school 
because it was boring at home 
with her dad, because all he 
would do is let her watch TV,” 
Bellamy said. “When the doc-
tor told her on October 13 that 
they had done all they could, she 
was very upset, but by the time 
we got home she was calm and, 
‘Well, what’s next – bring it on!’ 
She was a fighter and her life 
was an example of faith.”
	 Although she was young, 
her life had an impact on those 
around her, Bellamy said. 
	 “The Apopka Middle 
School got a card for her and ev-
ery student in the school signed 
the card,” he said. “It was a re-
ally big card. If you looked at 
all the lives she touched and 
changed, it was amazing. We 
could tell so many stories of 
how she affected other lives and 
we consider them miracles.”
	 The celebration of life for 
Angel will be Saturday, Decem-
ber 24, at 11 a.m., at the Fel-
lowship Baptist Church of Pine 
Hills, 6225 Clarcona-Ocoee 
Rd., Orlando. Interment will fol-
low at the Woodlawn Cemetery, 
400 Woodlawn Cemetery Rd., 
Gotha. A repast will follow at 
the St. Mark AME Church Life 
Center, 1968 Bruton Blvd., Or-
lando.
	 In lieu of flowers, the fam-
ily asks that donations be made 
to either the Angel B. Massey 
Cancer Fund at any Fifth Third 
Bank or Base Camp Children’s 
Cancer Foundation (https://
basecamp.org).

Apopka sixth grader is remembered

Angel Massey was a sixth grade student at Apopka Memo-
rial Middle School.
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